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On Feb. 9, House Speaker Jim Wright told reporters that he was disappointed with the Nicaraguan
contras' announced intention to postpone peace talks with the Nicaraguan government. "It's
disappointing that they seem to give no priority whatsoever to continuing the peace talks,"
said Wright. He added that it "casts serious doubts" about the intentions of the contras and the
administration in seeking a diplomatic solution to the war. The announcement occurred on Feb. 8 at
a news conference in Miami by four of the five Nicaraguan Resistance leaders. They also said they
would seek private support to continue the war in the absence of US government aid. Two groups
collecting private money to aid the contras are the Nicaraguan Resistance Educational Foundation, a
charitable tax-exempt organization, and the Nicaraguan Resistance USA Office, a political lobbying
group. The educational foundation was formed in October 1987, and the Resistance Office was
established last spring as the successor to the United Nicaraguan Opposition. Rep. Tony Coelho (D-
Calif.), House Majority Whip, said the delay was merely a public attempt to "privatize foreign policy
again." He added that it brings into question "their sincerity about a cease-fire to begin with." "I
think there's a deliberate attempt on the part of the Administration to try to stop the peace process,"
Coelho said. "What the administration misses is that you have five Central American presidents
who have agreed to a peace plan and a cease-fire on the table." (Basic data from New York Times,
02/10/88)
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